Teaching through James 

Lesson:


Topic and Chapter:


1.


James Taught Personal Piety (Chapter 1)


2.


Faith Must Be Impartial and Active (Chapter 2)


3.


Teachers Must Be Godly in Word and Deed (Chapter 3)


4.


Christians Must Be Humble and Submissive (Chapter 4)


5.


Saints Should Exercise Patience and Faith (Chapter 5)

Lesson 1:

James Taught Personal Piety (James 1)

Key Verse:

"But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves." 





(James 1:22, NKJV)

Salutation:

James greeted the brethren (1:1)

I.
Learn to Profit from Trials (1:2-8)


A.
Rejoice in trials because they produce patience (2-3)


B.
Let patience produce perfection, completion (4)


C.
Ask for wisdom concerning this (5-8)



1.
Ask in faith (6)



2.
Ask without doubt (7-8)

II.
Learn a Proper Self-Image (1:9-11)


A.
Let the lowly glory in exaltation (9)


B.
Let the rich glory in humiliation (10-11)

III.
Learn to Endure Temptation (1:12-18)


A.
The one who endures will be rewarded (12)


B.
Understand the source of temptation (13-16)



1.
It is not from God (13)



2.
It is from inner desires (14)



3.
Desire produces sin; sin produces death (15)



4.
Do not be deceived about temptation (16)


C.
God is the source of good gifts (17)


D.
God willed new birth by the Word of Truth (18)

IV.
Learn Proper Self-Control (1:19-20)


A.
Be swift to listen, slow to speak (19)


B.
Because man's wrath does not produce righteousness (20)

V.
Learn the Proper Use of God's Word (1:21-25)


A.
Receive the Word in meekness and purity (21)


B.
Be a doer, not merely a hearer (22-25)



1.
A mere hearer is forgetful (23-24)



2.
A doer is blessed (25)

VI.
Learn to Practice Pure Religion (1:26-27)


A.
An uncontrolled tongue evidences useless religion (26)


B.
Pure religion produces benevolence and holiness (27) 

Lesson 2:

Faith Must Be Impartial and Active (James 2)

Key Verse:

"Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead." 

(James 2:17, NKJV)

I.
Faith with Partiality Is Sinful (2:1-13)


A.
Faith should be held without partiality (1)


B.
Partiality shows preference to the rich (2-4)


C.
God honors the poor, but men dishonor them (5-6)


D.
The rich are the source of oppression (6-7)


E.
Partiality violates God's law (8-11)



1.
The law commands brotherly love (8)



2.
Partiality breaks that law (9)



3.
Breaking one law violates the whole (10-11)


F.
The law of liberty condemns the law breaker (12-13)

II.
Faith without Works Is Dead (2:14-26)


A.
Faith without works is unprofitable (14-17)



1.
It is of doubtful saving value (14)



2.
It does not meet practical needs (15-16)



3.
It is therefore dead (17)



B.
Faith without works is invisible (18-20)



1.
Some claim faith without works (18)



2.
But faith is revealed by works (18)



3.
Even demons believe in God and tremble (19)



4.
Such faith is dead (20)


C.
Faith is perfected by works (2:21-26)



1.
Abraham illustrated the principle (21-24)



2.
Rahab illustrated the principle (21-24)



3.
The body and spirit illustrate the principle (26)



4.
So faith without works is dead (26)

Lesson 3:

Teachers Must Be Godly in Word and Deed (James 3)

Key Verse:

"My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall 

receive a stricter judgment." (James 3:1)

I.
Godly Teachers Must Carefully Guard Their Words (3:1-12)


A.
Teachers receive stricter judgment (1-2)



1.
Be careful about becoming a teacher (1)



2.
Teachers are judged because of their influence (1)



3.
All men are prone to stumbling (2)


B.
Teachers must control their words (3-4)



1.
One who does not stumble in word is perfect (3)



2.
One who does not stumble in word has self-control (3)



3.
This is illustrated in nature




a.
The horse is controlled by a bridle (4)




b.
The ship is controlled by a rudder (5)


C.
The tongue has great power (5)



1.
The tongue boasts great things



2.
It is like a bridle, a rudder, a fire


D.
The uncontrolled tongue is destructive (6-12)



1.
It can destroy like fire (6)



2.
It cannot be controlled naturally (7-8)



3.
It is poisonous (8)



4.
It is contradictory (9-12)




a.
It blesses and curses (9-10)




b.
It contradicts nature's examples: the spring, the tree, the vine (11-12)

II.
The Godly Teacher Must Have Wise Conduct (3:13-17)


A.
Teachers' conduct should exemplify heavenly wisdom (13)


B.
Earthly wisdom condones bad conduct (14-16)



1.
It condones bitterness (14)



2.
It condones envy (14)



3.
It condones self-seeking (14)



4.
It is sensual (15)



5.
It is demonic (15)



6.
It produces confusion (16)



7.
It produces evil (16)


C.
Heavenly wisdom produces godly conduct (17-18)



1.
It produces purity (17)



2.
It produces peace (18)


3.
It produces gentleness (17)


4.
It produces flexibility (17)


5.
It produces mercy (17)


6.
It produces fruitfulness (17)


7.
It produces impartiality (17)


8.
It produces sincerity (17)


9.
It produces righteousness (18)

Lesson 4:

Christians Must Be Humble and Submissive (James 4)

Key Verse:

"But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: 'God resists the proud, but gives 

grace to the humble.'" (James 4:6)

I.
Pleasure-Seeking Pride Promotes Strife (4:1-6)


A.
Strife is caused by desire for pleasure (1)


B.
Unfulfilled desire is caused by prayerlessness (2)


C.
Unanswered prayer is caused by desire for pleasure (3)


D.
This worldliness is enmity against God (4)


E.
God gives grace to the humble (5-6)

II.
Humility Promotes Godliness (4:7-10)


A.
Submit to God's will (7)


B.
Resist the devil (7)


C.
Draw near to God (8)


D.
Cleanse your hands and heart (8)


E.
Mourn your worldliness (9)


F.
Humble yourself before God (10)

III.
Judgment Is Not Man's Prerogative (4:11-12)


A.
Do not judge your brother (11)


B.
This is judging the Law (11)


C.
There is only one Lawgiver (12)

IV.
Boastful Presumption Neglects God's Will (4:13-17)


A.
Do not boast about tomorrow (13)


B.
You do not know the future (14)


C.
Life is transitive (14)


D.
Submit to God's will (15)


E.
Boasting is sin (16)


F.
Willful neglect of good is sin (17)

Lesson 5:

Saints Should Exercise Patience and Faith (James 5)

Key Verse:

"You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at 

hand." (James 5:8)

I.
The Fraudulent Rich Should Prepare for Judgment (5:1-6)


A.
They should mourn impending doom (1)


B.
Their riches are destroyed (2-3)


C.
The wages they withheld cry out (4)


D.
The defrauded employees cry out (4)


E.
They have lived luxuriously (5)


F.
They have murdered the non-resistant just (6)

II.
The Suffering Saints Should Be Patient (5:7-12)


A.
Be patient until Christ's coming (7-8)


B.
Be established, for it is at hand (8)


C.
Do not grumble (9)


D.
Follow the Biblical examples of patience (10-11)



1.
The example of the prophets



2.
The example of Job


E.
Speak with trustworthy veracity (12)

III.
The Serving Saints Should Exercise Faith (5:13-20)


A.
Let the suffering pray (13)


B.
Let the cheerful sing (13)


C.
Let the sick receive healing (14-15)



1.
The elders should pray (14)



2.
The Lord will raise him up (15)



3.
The sin will be forgiven (15)


D.
Let offenses be confessed (16)


E.
Let fervent prayer be offered in faith (16-17)



1.
Effectual prayer is powerful



2.
Elijah's prayer is a good example


F.
Let wanderers be restored (19-20)
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